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The Apol ogy- 3rd Draft

I NT- STANFORD PRI SON

It is atw mn cell. There's a bunk-bed, and a toilet. A
giant of a man, a hard-core inmate STEVE is sitting on the
| ower bed quietly reading the newspaper. TED is |ying down
in the upper bunk. Ted sits up. He is a small, bookish

| ooki ng man, conpletely out of place. He clinbs down from
his bunk and patiently waits for Steve to | ook up fromhis
paper. After a mnute, Steve folds the paper and puts it
down.

STEVE

Ted.
TED

St eve.
STEVE

May | hel p you?
TED

I think you know what | want.
STEVE

I’msorry, | really have no idea.
TED

I think you owe nme an apol ogy.
Steve stands up. He’'s a foot taller than Ted.

STEVE
Well, that’s unfortunate. Because
| categorically, unequivocally
refuse to offer an apology to
anyone, about anything. [It’s one of
the fewthings in ny life that I am
absol utely adanant about.

TED
Oh.

Steve sits back down on the bunk and picks up his paper.

STEVE
" msorry.

TED
Fine. | forgive you
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Ted starts to get back in his bunk.

STEVE
VWhat ?

Ted stops and turns back to Steve.

TED
You just offered an apol ogy, so |
f orgave you.

Steve stands up again. Ted takes a step back.

STEVE
No, you m sunderstood. That was
not an apol ogy.

TED
It wasn't?

STEVE
No. | was just saying that |I’'m
sorry that | couldn't offer you an
apol ogy.

TED

But you did? And you just did
again. You just apol ogi zed.

STEVE
No, | didn't.
TED
You said, “lI’msorry.” That's an
apol ogy.
STEVE
well, if |I did say that, than I

regret saying it, and hope you’ |
forgive ne.

TED
There! That was anot her one.

STEVE
Anot her what ?

TED
An apol ogy. You just apol ogi zed
again! And not only that, you had
al ready offered an apol ogy when we
first started tal king.
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STEVE
| beg your pardon?

TED
There, you just did it again! You
“beg” for ny “pardon”? (A BEAT) But
nore to the point: when we first

started tal king, you said, “I’'m
sorry, | really have no idea.”
STEVE
Vll, if | did say that,than I...
TED
What ? If you did say that than you
what ?
STEVE

Not hi ng. Never m nd.

TED
You don’t apol ogi ze? Hal Al'l you
do is apologize. You're like an
apol ogi zi ng nachi ne.

Steve takes a step towards Ted.
STEVE

You know, that’s not a very nice
thing to say.

TED
Oh. | was really just nmaking an
observati on.

STEVE
Still, it wasn't very nice.

TED
Well, | just got caught up in the
nmonent. | didn’t nmean anything by
it.

STEVE
You know that, “not apol ogizing” is
very inportant to me. It’s

sonet hi ng about nyself in which I
take a great deal of pride. And
yet, you called nme an “apol ogi zi ng
machi ne”? And now, you want to
dismss it with just an “1 didn't
mean anything by it?”
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TED
Look, I'’mnot very good at
apol ogi zing. Wat | said was
t hought| ess, and cruel. You are
not an apol ogi zi ng machine. | hope

you can find it in your heart to
forgive ne.

STEVE
I"mafraid I can’t accept your
apol ogy.

TED

What, why not? Do you al so not
accept apol ogi es?

STEVE
That’s ridiculous. Wiy would | not
accept apol ogi es?

TED
Wl I, then why won’t you accept
m ne?

STEVE

You said you' re not very good at
apol ogi zi ng, right?

TED
Correct.

STEVE
But then you followed it up with a
very good apology. | nean it was
al nost fl aw ess.

TED
Thank- you.

STEVE

So, which is it? Are you not very
good at apol ogi zi ng or are you good
at apol ogi zi ng?

TED
vell. ..

STEVE
Because if you are very good at
apol ogi zi ng, and you’re just saying
you’' re not very good at
apol ogi zi ng;

( MORE)



The Apology - 3rd Draft

STEVE( cont ' d)

than it’s an apol ogy wapped in a
lie: and I won't accept it.

TED
But . ..

STEVE
But, if you really aren’t very good
at apologies than I don’t accept it
because |I think |I deserve a decent
one, don’t you?

TED
O course, you're right.

There is an unconfortabl e pause.

TED
So, what do we do now?
STEVE
Vell, | think you owe it to ne to

retract your apology, until you
det ermi ne what kind of apol ogy you
are capable of giving ne.

TED
That’s very kind of you. (A BEAT)
If it’s OKwith you, I'd like to
now retract my apol ogy.

STEVE
That's fi ne.

Steve sits back in his bunk and picks up his paper. Ted
clinbs back into the upper bunk and | ays down.

STEVE
Ted.

TED
St eve?

STEVE

You owe nme an apol ogy.

THE END



